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Ce numeéro du Courrier est consacré aux "Elections en Al-
lemagne et en France”. En Allemagne, la coalition entre
le SPD, les Verts et le FDP a conduit le 8 décembre 2021 a
Uélection de Olaf Scholz en tant que nouveau chancelier
, tandis qu’en France, l'on assiste au début de la cam-
pagne présidentielle en vue des élections présidentielles
en avril 2022. Le président Macron, bien qu’il ne se soit
toujours pas officiellement déclaré candidat a sa réélec-
tion, a déja présenté ses priorités - entre autres un pro-
gramme d'investissement ambitieux, “France 2030", la
neutralité carbone entre autres par l'énergie nucléaire,
ainsi qu'une Europe forte et souveraine. La campagne
présidentielle se tiendra dans le cadre de la présidence
francaise du Conseil de ’Union européenne au premier
semestre 2022, et Uissue du scrutin d'avril reste encore
incertaine. Les débats et les intentions de vote (ou non)
entre les différents candidats, tels que les candidats pop-
ulistes d’extréme-droite Le Pen et Zemmour, et une éven-
tuelle candidature de Christiane Taubira, nous annon-
cent une campagne présidentielle mouvementée.

Dans ce numéro, nous vous proposons les articles suiva-
nts: Jeanette Siifs de la promotion 2014-2016 et ancienne
présidente de VAGKV, actuellement chargée daffaires
européennes aupreés du Dialogue Européen de la Fonda-
tion Friedrich-Naumann pour la Liberté, décrit le nouvel
agenda pour PEurope du couple franco-allemand. Puis,
Franziska Hohne souligne dans son article "The Dissat-
isfied East”, la nécessité d'engager le dialogue avec les
électeurs de U'AfD. Ensuite, les présidentes de 'AGKV,
Svenja Mewesen et Karina Blommen, vous donnent un
apercu des différents projets que TAGKV compte réaliser
dans les prochains mois. Nous sommes également ravis
de vous présenter notre nouvelle coordinatrice de filiére,
Madame Dr. Jana Windwehr, qui a bien voulu se préter
a lPexercice d'un interview-photo en octobre dernier. Fi-
nalement, nous sommes trés heureux de vous présent-
er une nouvelle initiative que nous intitulée #Student
Voices. Lidée est de présenter des étudiants des filiéres
franco-allemandes ; dans ce numéro, nous avons laissé
la parole a Annabelle von Moltke, activiste climatique
et étudiante en double master entre Sciences Po Paris
(PSIA) et la FU, afin qu’elle nous donne ses impressions
de sa participation a la COP 26.

Sur ce, nous vous souhaitons une bonne lecture et restons
a lUécoute de vos commentaires et suggestions, n'hésitez
donc pas a nous contacter via les réseaux sociaux, nous
attendons vos retours avec impatience!

Zum neuen Jahr 2021/2 widmet sich unser Courrier dem
Thema “Wahlen in Deutschland und in Frankreich”
Wihrend in Deutschland die Bundesiagswahl bereits zur
Ernennung der neuen Bundesregierung unter Leitung des
Kanzlers Olaf Scholz und seines rot-griin-gelben Kabinetts
am 8. Dezember 2021 fiihrte, so nimmt Frankreich geradezu
Kurs auf die Prdsidentschaftswahl im April 2022, Président
Macron, auch wenn noch nicht offiziell Kandidat, stellte
bereits seine Prioritdten vor - unter anderem ein ambition-
iertes Investitionsprogramm, die sogenannte ‘France 2030,
Klimaneutralitdit durch unter anderem Atomkraft sowie ein
starkes, souverdnes Europa, im Rahmen der franzosischen
Ratsprdsidentschaft im ersten Semester 2022. Der Ausgang
der Prdsidentschaftswahl im April bleibt nach wie vor un-
gewiss - wahrend rechtspopulistische Kandidat:innen Le
Pen und Zemmour laut Prognosen 30% der Stimmen erlan-
gen konnten, dufSerte Christiane Taubira, Justizministerin
unter Hollande, sich potentiell fiir die franzésische Linke
aufzustellen.

In diesem Kontext wirft Alumni und Ex-Vorsitzende des
AGKV und Beauftragte fiir Europdische Angelegenheiten
der Friedrich-Naumann-Stiftung fiir die Freiheit, Jeanette
SiifS, in Ihrem Artikel Licht auf die ‘neue Agenda’ des cou-
ple-franco-allemand. Auch Franziska Hohne greift in ihrem
Essay “Ihe Dissatisfied East” einen relevanten Blick auf die
Notwendigkeit, im deutschen Kontext mit AFD-Wihlern in
Konversation zu treten.

Zudem prdsentieren die Vorstandsvorsitzenden, Svenja
Mewesen und Karina Blommen, neue Projektideen und
Formate des im Mai 2021 konstituierten AGKV-Vorstandes
vor. Wir freuen uns aufSerdem sehr, euch unsere neue Stud-
iengangskoordinatorin Frau Dr. Jana Windwehr vorstellen
zu diirfen. Sie war enthusiastisch und kreativ und hat sich
im Oktober der Challenge eines Foto-Interviews gestellt.
Last but not least sind wir sehr erfreut, euch ein neues For-
mat zu prdsentieren, welches wir #Student Voices betitelt
haben. Die Idee dahinter ist es, einzelne Studierende der
deutsch-franzosischen Studiengdnge vorzustellen; in dies-
er Ausgabe mochten wir gerne Annabelle von Moltke, Kli-
maalktivistin und Studierende in Doppelmasier PSIA-FU,
die Parole iiberlassen und iiber Ihre Erfahrungen an der
COP 26 berichten lassen.

Wir wiinschen euch eine gute Lektiire und freuen uns iiber
Feedback oder Anregungen, also scheut nicht davor, uns
iiber unsere genannten Social Media Kandile zu kontaktie-
ren. Wir wiirden uns freuen, wenn ihr eure Impressionen
und Wiinsche mit uns teilt.

Euer AGKV

Younna Christiansen
Clarisse Geier

Team Courrier



Svenja Mewesen - Erste Vorsitzende des AGKV; Referentin beim
Deutsch-franzdsischen Biiro fiir die Energiewende; Promo 2016-2018 M.A.
Affaires Européennes/Politikwissenschaft

GrufSwort des neuen AGKV-Vorsitzes

Liebe Vereinsmitglieder, liebe Freundinnen und
Freunde des AGKYV,

wir freuen uns, Euch den Courrier Paris-Berlin 2021 und
gleichzeitig den ersten Courrier unseres neuen Vorstand-
steams mit spannenden, vielseitigen (und vielsprachigen)
Artikeln prisentieren zu konnen. Ein grofser Dank gilt hi-
erbei den Autorinnen und Autoren, unseren beiden Cour-
rier-Leiterinnen Younna Christiansen und Clarisse Geier
Sfiir die wunderbare Organisation und Juliane Pieper fiir das
kreative Layout und Titelbild.

Wiéihrend wir mit dem Courrier eine langjihrige und stolze
Tradition unseres Vereins fortsetzen, hat sich in den letzten
Monaten sowohl personell als auch inhaltlich einiges im
AGKYV verdindert:

Seit Mai 2021 gibt es ein neues Vorstandsteam, bestehend
aus Alummni und aktuellen Bachelor- und Masterstudieren-
den der deutsch-franzosischen Studiengdinge, welches wir
beide, Svenja Mewesen und Karina Blommen, als Vorsi-
tzduo leiten. Zum Team gehoren neben Younna und Clarisse
aufSerdem Franziska Scheppach, Dominic Streuber, Miel
Giménez Weber und Cédric Bourgeois-Potage. Wir freuen

Karina Blommen - Stellvertretende Vorsitzende des AGKV: M.A. Affaires
Internationales/Politikwissenschaft (International Security)

uns sehr darauf, uns gemeinsam mit Euch in geselliger Runde
bei unseren kommenden jours fixes auszutauschen und bei
unseren Veranstaltungen iiber Politik, Gesellschaft und Be-
rufsperspektiven zu diskutieren. Freuen diirft Ihr Euch auch
auf weitere spannende und ganz neue AGKV-Projekte im
kommenden Jahr. Stay tuned!

Um diese Wartezeit zu iiberbriicken, empfehlen wir Euch,
mal in unseren neuen Podcast Nachbars Ki(e)rschen: Der
AGKV-Podcast reinzuhoren. Hier werfen wir einen Blick
auf die deutsch-franzosischen Beziehungen und Europa
und sprechen mit Studierenden und Alumni unserer Stud-
iengdnge. Habt Ihr aufSerdem bereits einen Blick auf unsere
neu gestaltete Webseite geworfen? Nein? Dann nichts wie
los: www.agkv.eu. Hier finden sich weitere Informationen
zum Verein, zur Mitgliedschaft sowie Updates zu unseren
laufenden und kommenden Projekten. Schaut gerne auch
auf unseren Social-Media-Kandlen (Facebook, LinkedIn)
vorbei.

Wir wiinschen nun viel Spafs bei der Lektiire des Courrier
Paris-Berlin 2021 und laden Euch ein, Euch von unserer Be-
geisterung fiir die deutsch-franzésischen Beziehungen und
[fiir Europa anstecken und inspirieren zu lassen.

Svenja Mewesen und Karina Blommen

Younna Christiansen - Courrier; M.A. Affaires Internationales/Politikwissen-
schaft (Infernational Security)

Clarisse Geier - Courrier; Attachée de Légation, Ministerium fiir Auswiirtige
und Europiiische Angelegenheiten Luxemburg; Promo 2016-2018 M.A.
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Franziska Scheppach - Podcast und PR & Webseite; M.A. Affaires Eu-
ropéennes/Politikwissenschaft (Policy stream ‘Europe in the World’)

bl )

Dominic Streuber - PR & Website; M.A. Public Policy & Management (HEC)/
Politikwissenschaft

Miel Giménez Weber - Podcast; B.A Politikwissenschaft/ Sciences Sociales

(édric Bourgeois-Potage - Podcast; B.A. Politikwissenschaft/ Sciences Sociales
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Quel nouvel agenda

our le couple

E'cmco-allemand en

Europe?

Une coopération renforcée dans le domaine de la défense
européenne

Un domaine créant moins de discorde est certainement la défense qui serait mise
en avant lors d'un sommet européen sous la présidence francaise, au printemps.
Berlin veut également faire avancer les projets d'armement au niveau européen.
L'accord de coalition mentionne la formation commune, le développement des ca-
pacités, I'équipement et les missions. Le nouveau gouvernement fédéral s'engage
pour des structures de commandement communes et veut créer un quartier général
civil-militaire. Une autre proposition en la matiére concerne la régle de I'unanimité
au sein du Conseil des ministres de I'UE pour la polifique étrangére et de sécurité
commune (PESC), proposition discutée depuis longtemps, mais est-ce hien possible
? (e sont notamment les petits pays de |'UE qui s'y opposent, méme si la France et
I'Mlemagne ont fait savoir qu'ils étaient en faveur d'un mécanisme pour que les
petits Etats membres puissent toujours parficiper de maniére appropriée.

Malgré ces accords de principe vers plus d’harmonisation, il est foutefois peu
probable que Iidée allemande d'un Etat fédéral européen trouve un écho & Paris.
Cela semble plutét étre un veeu pieux, tout comme le renforcement envisagé du
Parlement Européen en ce qui concerne le droit d'initiative législative de I'UE, qui
est aujourd’hui réservé d la Commission. Ce sujet plait davantage d I'Allemagne,
pays @ dominante parlementaire, qu'a la France, pays centralisé.

Changement de cap a Berlin vers plus d’investissements
publics

Pour son premier acte officiel, le ministre des Finances Christian Lindner a présenté
un budget supplémentaire de 60 milliards d'euros. C'est le moment révélateur qui
montre qu'avoir un libéral comme ministre des Finances ne va pas & I'encontre
des investissements publics, pourtant nécessaires pour la fransition énergétique,
dimatique et la relance économique.

Plus flou encore reste la question de la réforme des critéres de Maastricht et de
I'endettement public, méme si 'on souligne la souplesse dont a fait preuve le pacte
de stabilité et de croissance lors des crises passées. Pendant sa premiére visite d

Paris, Christian Lindner a mis I'accent sur le risque d'inflation. Il s'agit pour lui de
combiner la stabilité monétaire dans |'union monétaire, avec les investissements
nécessaires @ la modernisation des économies européennes. Poursuivre ces deux
objectifs reste toutefois un exercice d'équilibre ambitieux sur le plan politique.
Pour les Verts, la lutie contre le changement climatique reste primordiale, bien
entendu. La ministre des Affaires étrangéres Annalena Baerbock, défend un mul-
tilatéralisme plus basé sur des valeurs et une Europe qui s'assume. En 2022, la
présidence allemande du G7 veut metire en place des initiatives de partenari-
ats climatiques mondiaux ainsi qu'un club climatique international. Les objectifs
sont notamment la neutralité climatique d'ici 2060, le développement massif des
énergies renouvelables dans le monde et de leurs infrastructures, ainsi que la
production d'hydrogéne vert. La coalition « feu tricolore » vise en outre un systéme
mondial d'échange de quotas d'émission qui conduira, & moyen terme, @ un prix
unique du C02.

Nouvelles configurations politiques de part et d’autre du
Rhin

A part les accords de principe quant aux priorités de la présidence francaise du
Conseil de I'UE et les annonces faites dans le nouveau contrat de coalition du
gouvernement allemand, beaucoup de réponses sont encore @ trouver sur les
grands dossiers d'avenir, souvent trés techniques. Un autre élément d'incerfitude :
la coalition « feu tricolore » constitue une expérience politique insolite au niveau
fédéral et les nouvelles dynamiques de pouvoir entre les différents partis sont
encore floes et difficiles @ prévoir pour les partenaires de I'Allemagne comme
la France. Beaucoup va donc dépendre du juste milieu entre les lignes directrices
des trois partis, jusqu'd présent déterminés @ travailler sereinement ensemble
accompagnés d'un certain sens de pragmatisme et de sobriété a |'allemande. Face
a cette harmonie (pour I'instant), la campagne présidentielle apparait plus comme
un combat de cogs et risque d'effriter le bon fonctionnement de lo présidence
francaise. Une raison de plus de trouver des accords dés que possible pour faire
avancer des projets d'avenir cruciaux pour une Europe plus forte, souveraine et
efficace.

Jeanette Sif}, Promo 2014-2016,

est chargée d'affaires européennes au Dialogue Européen de la Fondation
Friedrich-Naumann pour la liberté & Bruxelles et y coordonne les projets avec la
France. Ancienne de la promo 2014-2016 du Double Master entre Sciences Po
Paris et la FU et a présidé 'AGKV jusqu’en mai 2021.




The Dissatisfied East

A Call for Conversations with Supporters of the AfD

Yet again, the results of the 2021 German national elections demonstrated an
uncomfortable and readily ignored truth: in east Germany, in those federal
states that formed the German Democratic Republic prior to 1989, the populist
radical right party AfD finds significantly higher levels of support than in the
country’s west. In this election, the AfD gained at least 18% of the votes in all
five east German states, almost twice as much as on national level. In Thuringia
and Saxony they came in strongest with about 24%. The divide is striking, but
until today we are only beginning to understand its origins. Adding to the dis-
cussion, this essay offers an interpretation using the concept of political dissat-
isfaction.

Ever since the country’s reunification, east German citizens have consistently
reported lower levels of satisfaction with the current state of democracy than
their fellow west German citizens. The gap amounts to 15% in 2018, despite a
similarly high acceptance of democracy as the best form of government. One
way fo understand the strong AfD support in east Germany therefore is to see
it as an expression of citizens' political dissatisfaction. Several researchers such
as Pippa Norris (2005) and Hans-Georg Betz (1994) demonstrated a correlation
between political dissatisfaction and far right voting. The AfD seems to be the
only party currently able to channel the grievances behind people’s discontent.
Unpacking this phenomenon requires us to gain an in-depth understanding of
the sentiment of polifical dissatisfaction.

In the context of my Master’s thesis, | conducted qualitative semi-structured
interviews with AfD supporters in Mansfeld-Siidharz in Saxony-Anhalt. Asked
to describe their personal discontent with politics, AfD supporters broached the
issue of five themes, which were identified as central elements of polifical dis-
safisfaction. In the following they are illustrated by exemplary quotes. The first
theme was longing for a past normality, connected to a perceived loss of Ger-
man identity: “The people want their German culture, their German language.
Not this gender rubbish. ... And those things, they add up. And then you don't
recognise yourself as a German anymore”. Disagreement with the allocation
of public funds emerged as a second theme: “For years, for decades, the only
thing that is administered here is scarcity. There are no innovative ideas com-
ing from above. And everything coming from the bottom is not financeable, is
not good. There is something really going wrong.” The third theme constituted
antiimmigratory atfitudes, which centred around an alleged incompatibility
of what is perceived as a (mutually exclusive) German and a Muslim culture:
“For one thing, it's the culture that doesn't fit. Then it's the values. We have
different values than they have, and those you'd need to melt first. It doesn’t
work that way.” Further, participants expressed mistrust in ‘the media’, which
are perceived as biased and controlled by the elite. “I believe that the media is
bought. I think media actually are the most dangerous part in this thing that's
happening right now because they are framing. They only cover what is sup-
posed to be heard in their channels or newspapers. And this is being directed.”

Lastly, a mistrust in politicians, which are seen as hypocritical and ineffective.
In the words of a participant: “The federal government is an epicentrum of
stupidity.” Taken together, parficipants identified these five elements of political
dissatisfaction as signs of an ongoing erosion of democracy. The very founda-
tion of the democratic order in Germany is perceived to be in jeopardy, attacked
by a profit- and power- oriented elite that does not take the will of the people
into account. AfD supporters’ political dissafisfaction seems to culminate in an
overarching fear for the general state of democracy, and their involvement in
the AfD constitutes an instrument to defend it. This comes as a surprise. If AfD
supporters see the AfD as a political corrective of an eroding democracy while
in other discourses the party is accused of being undemocratic, we are facing a
significant mismatch.

It is alarming that a significant share of East German citizens express doubts
about the state of democracy in such a fundamental way. Seemingly, large
sections of the electorate have ended up feeling unheard and brandmarked
- ultimately developing a feeling of exclusion from democratic processes. Rea-
sons for this may well be the exclusion of the AfD from public discourses over
the past years, and the rather condescending tone the political left sometimes
strikes when talking about the AfD and its supporters. If we want to understand
why the AfD finds such strong support in east Germany, we must listen to and
seriously consider the deeper grievances behind the vote. While no room should

© Younna Christiansen / 2021

be given to discriminatory beliefs, which are without a doubt part of the AfD's
rhetoric, we as scholars, alongside politicians and the general public, should
engage in open and unprejudiced conversations with AfD supporters to under-
stand and address their political dissatisfaction. In some places, church institu-
tions are already inifiating targeted discussions with AfD supporters on topics
that are of high importance within the group, such as the Covid-19 regulations.
Through various platforms of debate and explorative academic analyses we can
contribute fo establish such a dialogue. A candid interest in people’s concerns
gives us the chance of a comprehensive picture, which is a necessary first step
in the attempt to halt a seemingly growing societal divide into proponents and
adversaries of the AfD.

Franziska Hohne's essay is hased on her
Master’s thesis, which she produced during her M.Sc. in Global Studies
at the University of Gothenburg's School of Global Studies.



1. Was mogen Sie an Ihrer Arbeit am meisten?

Frau Dr. Jana Windwehr

Ein Foto-Interview mit unserer neuen Studiengangskoordinatorin

Wir freven uns, euch Frau Dr. Jana Windwehr, unsere neve Studiengang-
skoordinatorin, vorzustellen. Seit April 2021 leitet Frau Dr. Windwehr die
deutsch-franzésischen Studiengiinge am OSI. Fr. Dr. Windwehr studierte in
Kiel, Oslo sowie Niirnberg, und habilitierte sich zum Projekt “Europiisierung
einer nationalen Domiine? Sozialpolitik im EU-Mehrebenensystem im Zeichen
der Krise.” lhre Forschungsschwerpunkie liegen im Bereich der Sozialpolitik
im EU-Mehrebenensystem, der vergleichenden Wohlfahrisstaatsforschung,
(Krisen) der Europiischen Integration sowie der flexiblen Integration von

2. Was sollte man in Berlin unbedingt
gemacht haben?
10

Dritistaaten in die EU. Neben ihrer Titigkeit am OSI lehrt Fr. Dr. Windwehr
am Lehrstuhl fiir Internationale Beziehungen und europiische Politik an der
Martin-Luther-Universitiit Halle Wittenberg.

Die aktuellen Bachelor- und Masterstudierenden an der FU Berlin haben be-
reits das Gliick, Frau Windwehr als feststehenden Teil des jeweiligen Doppels-
tudienprogramms niiher kennenzulernen. Schnell erkliirte Sie sich bereit, die
Challenge eines Foto-Interviews zu akzeptieren. In dem Sinne wiinschen wir
euch viel SpaB beim Analysieren der Bilder!

3. Womit konnen Studierende Sie
am besten bestechen?

G

4. Was ist ihr Lieblingsort
auf dem Campus?

6. Ihre Lieblings-
aktivitdt am Wochenende?

5. ...Wenn Sie die tdiiglichen
Nachrichten verfolgen...

Younna Christiansen
Das Foto-Interview wurde am 21. Oktober 2021 gefiihrt.

7. Wie ist ein Mensch, der das komplette
Gegenteil von Ihnen darstellt?

8. Wenn ich nicht Dozentin/Forscherin
wdre, dann wdre ich...
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Starting at the beginning, where are you from and where
did you grow up?

“Funnily enough, studying at the FU is a kind of homecoming for me, because
| was born right here, in Dahlem! But my family moved to London when | was
8 months old, so this is the first time | have lived in Germany since then. That
being said, | grew up in a relatively German “bubble” in London, as | went to
the Deutsche Schule London until 10th grade. For my final two years | switched
to a British boarding school, which, strangely, was also full of Germans. Al-
though | enjoyed my time there, | am now very crifical of the British private
education system, as | understand it fo be one of the main mechanisms by
which the class system is reproduced in Britain. And whilst on the one hand the
school gave me a fantastic education, it was also a predictably conservative
place, with institutional sexism and palpable anti-German sentiment. After

Annabelle is a climate activist and currently pursu-
ing her Master’s in Environmental Policy (SciencesPo)
and Political Science (FU). We had the chance to talk
to Annabelle about how she became involved in ac-
tivism, in particular climate-related activism. From
her time at the University of St Andrews, where she
was voted as one of the Tab Future 100 in 2018 to her
experiences at the recent COP26 in Glasgow, find out
more about Annabelle’s story here!

#Student
Voices

that, | then went to the University of St Andrews in Scotland to study Social
Anthropology and International Relations.”

When did you become involved in activism?

“You know, until the day that | organised my first rally | didn't think that | was the
sort of person who could be an activist, for whatever reason... It all happened quite
suddenly. In my 4th year at St Andrews, university lecturers across the UK went on
strike to protest their pensions being cut. | supported the cause but didn't know
how to express that support. One day | just created a facebook event and boom!
there | was standing on a flower pot outside of our Principals office speaking into
a megaphone to a couple hundred people about how | thought she was totally
overpaid (laughs). The event became a page, St Andrews Students in Solidarity
with Strikers, and | organised rallies weekly with the help of the Socialist Society.

Standing on a picket line for weeks in a remote little Scottish town in freezing
February is pretty grim stuff, and | was glad that we were able to help maintain
morale by showing the strikers that there were students that supported them.

At the same fime, the elections for student representatives were happening. Over a
pint at the pub, the night before nominations for candidates closed, some friends
suggested to me that | run. Although the thought had genuinely never crossed
my mind, somehow the idea took hold of me. And me being me, | decided if |
was going to run, it would have to be for Association President. Less than two
days later | had written a manifesto, scraped together a campaign team and was
out giving more speeches, interviews, debates and leafleting. Honestly, | don't
know why | am still thinking of going into polifics because that was one of the
most stressful weeks of my life (laughs). Unsurprisingly | came last place, partly
because | was way out-resourced and out-organised by all of my fellow candidates,
who had been planning their campaigns for months. But still, | learned a lot and
the issues | was trying fo advocate for, plus my strike activism, seemed to have
struck a chord, as shortly after the elections and the strikes ended | was voted to
be one of the ‘100 top most inspirational women at UK campuses’ in 2018 (The
Tab Future 100).”

When did the environment part awaken inside of you?

“I've rediscovered recently that as a child | was quite concerned about the en-
vironment, writing poems about climate change and painting pictures of polar
bears on melting ice caps. | suppose at some point | assumed the adulis had it
under control and got on with my life. Not unfil October 2018 when Extinction
Rebellion (XR) - a civil disobedience movement mobilising to prevent catastrophic
climate change and mass extinction - blocked all of London’s major bridges, was |
re-confronted with the seriousness of the climate crisis. | got involved in XR a few
months later in Washington DC, where | had moved for a 6 months internship at
a nuclear non-proliferation think tank. As the XR group there was still quite small,
| became deeply involved very quickly, coordinating the outreach group, leading

new member inductions and also trying to promote regenerative culture and activ-
ist wellbeing within the group.

When | returned to the UK in the summer of 2019 I got involved in XR at the no-
tional level (in the finance team of all places) and also in my local London group.
XR's first international rebellion had taken place in April, during my time in DC. In
the UK the rebellion had totally caught the police off guard, and the lax police re-
sponse and warm weather helped create a relatively family-friendly atmosphere.
The feeling in the lead-up to and during the second rebellion could not have been
more different. Police powers were rapidly being expanded and the Force was
clear about taking a tougher line with us this time. Our warehouses were raided
days before the start of the rebellion (I nearly got trapped in one during a raid),
as were the homes of high profile XR activists, including one of the members of
the finance team which | was on. The wet, cold and dark Ociober weather made
everything feel extra grim and embattled and the police presence was ginormous
- at fimes the police outnumbered the activists 2:1. Whilst | would have liked to be
at the frontlines, glueing myself to stuff to stop the police clearing away our occu-
pation, | was in a precarious position because | was applying for British citizenship
in the wake of Brexit. Getfing arrested in the UK could have seriously jeopardised
my application so | had to limit myself to behind the scenes roles.

After the second rebellion, voices both within and outside of the movement
levelled legitimate critiques about how white and middle-class the movement
was, not only in membership but in fundamental strategy. | had not previously
considered these arguments and nearly left the movement because of them. In
the end | decided to try and address these problems from within, so | left the
national finance team and spearheaded a diversity and inclusion working group
at my local level, from ca. November 2019 until March 2020. Whilst there was
the will within this working group to address XR's exclusionary practices and
lack of diversity, how best to go about this quickly became contentious. Some
wanted a period of internal listening and learning whilst others were keen to
get out there and start promoting the cause amongst social groups underrep-




resented in the movement. By the time | left London for another internship
abroad, little of either had been achieved by the working group (although other
such working groups and individuals across XR have done amazing work). So |
headed off to Cairo to work for the UN International Organisation for Migration
in March 2020 and for reasons you can imagine my stay there ended up being
a very short one.”

And now you are in Berlin, pursuing your Master’s. How
do you juggle between climate activism and studying at
the same time?

“Well, | have not (so far) rejoined Extinction Rebellion, partly due to the pan-
demic and partly because | began to focus on activism around sexual violence
instead. My outlet for my environmental passion is now primarily my work for
the Third Generation Project (TGP), a climate justice Think Tank based at the
University of St Andrews. | began as an intern in my 4th year and rejoined in
February 2019 to run the communications side of things. I love our work and
our methodology. The mission of the Think Tank is to put those on the frontlines
of climate change at the heart of a progressive education agenda. We establish
reciprocal partnerships with organisations from indigenous and marginalised
communities in East Africa, Scotland and North America and work to centre their
voices in climate change education in Scotland. | believe this is important work,
because climate change is severely impacting people’s lives today and it is those
who have already borne the injustices of colonialism, extractive capitalism and
other forms of oppression that will feel these impacis first and most acutely.

In terms of juggling... well to be honest, my year at PSIA in Paris was a lot of
juggling with a heavy course load, work, a law clinic project and activism. | was
pretty burnt out by the end of the academic year. So now in Berlin I've taken a
step back from everything except work and studies and haven't had this much
free time on my hands in years! I'm looking forward to doing things which

14

nourish my wellbeing, like dancing, art and some community gardening, when
the spring comes!”

And it was with the Third Generation Project that you re-
cently attended the COP26 in Glasgow. Can you tell us
about your experience of it?

Exactly, Yes, exactly, it was with TGP that | traveled to Glasgow for the annual
UN climate change conference known as COP. COP is split into two official zones,
the “blue zone” for the country delegates and official observers (including e.g.
researchers and NGOs) and the “green zone” where the rest of civil society, NGOs,
activists and local politicians can host events which can be attended by the general
public. Some blue zone observers trickled into the green zone throughout the day,
but generally the interaction seemed quite limited, not helped by the fact that
the venues were located on opposing banks of the river Clyde. | was in the green
zone, and was struck once again by the visibility money can buy. The booths for
civil society organisations were tiny and each organisation was permitted to be
there for one day, whereas the ‘principal partners’, the funders of COP, received
an entire marquis tent with large spaces for their two week long installations. This
Hall of Greenwash, as | called it, showcased the allegedly stellar sustainability
work of organisations like GSK, Microsoft and Unilever.

Beyond that, the way that the Global North exercised disproportionate influence
over the framing of the debate was inescapable to me. For example, the concept
of ‘loss and damages’ is being used instead of ‘reparations’, to frame the money
which wealthy and high-emitting Global North countries are to provide to Global
South countries, to help them adapt to and recover from the impacts of climate
change. | think Western countries countries consider ‘loss and damages’ more
acceptable than ‘reparations’ (which several Global South states have advocated
for) because it deflects attention from their own culpability in producing climate
change and climate injustice.

XR in Washington DC, Spring 2019

Whilst | can't say that | was surprised by the power dynamics described above,
what did surprise and slightly disturb me was the ways in which indigeneity was
deployed... Practically half of the events held in the green zone referenced Indig-
enous People in some way. Whilst on the surface this appears a cause for cele-
bration, part of the reason there were so many Indigenous focused events in the
green zone, was because they were sfill largely excluded from the blue zone. On
the other hand, it is reasonable to say that the increased presence of Indigenous
voices anywhere at COP is a sign of progress. And yet, whilst | attended some
fantastic events, such as an Inuit youth panel organised by the Inuit CGircumpolar
Council, many other events incorporated indigeneity in highly dubious ways. A
film, which was described as showing ‘Indigenous peoples’ connection to the land’,
was in fact about American settler colonial ranchers, who spoke about how they
had in the past genocided Native Americans by killing bison. Their solution was to
create a Bison reserve, and there was no actual engagement with Native Ameri-
cans nor recognifion that they still occupied their land. There was also a pharma-
ceutical company which presented itself as being ‘environmentally, economically
and socially sustainable’, after convincing Amazonian Indigenous women to sell
the seeds of trees rather than cut them down - as if Amazonian Indigenous people
were really ones responsible for logging the rainforest! The discourses and politics
of Indigeneity are complex and | am by no means an expert, but COP left me with
a feeling of deep unease at what | saw as essentially Indigenous-washing.

Was there a part of COP which you particularly enjoyed
or found uplifting?

The Climate Justice March and the COP26Coalition fringe event which hosted trade
unionists from around the world both had an amazing energy! The third and unof-
ficial COP zone which | have so far not mentioned is the “pink zone” - the zone of
protests, social movements and more civil society organisations, which organised
actions and events across Glasgow for the whole two weeks. (See picture below).
The Climate Justice March was attended by over 100,000 people, despite the fact
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St Andrews Students in Solidarity with Strikers, March 2018

that it poured with rain for four hours straight. And as usual, | found myself with
a megaphone in hand leading the chants for the people around me... I just can’t
help myself haha. To see civil society and concerned citizens come together like
that - both during fringe events and protests - is always fantastic. These organisa-
tions and people are the ones leading the Just Transition on the ground, doing the
gritty work, and persevering despite ongoing political failures. From their actions
| draw comfort, perhaps even hope.

Thank you Annabelle, for providing such a personal account
and insights into your dimate-uctivist genesis! Before we
leave, maybe one last question: What advice would you
give to people, who are not that acively involved in di-
mate activism but wish to contribute and do their share of
work for our planet?

To be honest, truly confronting and trying to come to terms with the devastating
realities of the climate crisis is such an emotional and personal journey | don't
feel comfortable giving advice beyond encouraging people to be brave and
take that first, crucial step. How we choose to work through our climate grief
after that, depends on what each of us can give, whilst still taking care of our
own wellbeing.

Personally, I do not believe that the climate and ecological crisis can be averted.
It is already here, although we in the West have been more cocooned from its
impacts than most, so far. We can, however, still influence just how bad it will
be and how much suffering it will cause. To me that means a lot. The challenge
which stands before us is enormous, but so is the opportunity - the opportunity
to reshape our communities globally to be places characterised by justice, mutu-
al support and authentic human connection, and the opportunity fo deeply heal
our broken relationship to our beautiful and giving earth. My environmental
activism is not fueled by hope, but by duty and by love.



Wir freuen uns auf eure
Anregungen und Kommentare!

¢a¢h

Welche
Veranstaltungsformate
interessieren euch?

Welche Themen, Ideen, Gaste
wirden euch interessieren?

Was fur Winsche
(sowohl thematisch
als auch inhaltlich) gibt
es fur den Courrier?

Mandat de prélevement SEPA

3B SHESEIENE 18], mummmommesm pnms sk s S R R (prénom et nom), autorise a
titre révocable I'AGKV - Association des anciens éleves et amis du cycle d'études
franco-allemand de l'Institut d'études politiques de Paris et du département de sciences
politigues de la Freie Universitat Berlin - Gerhard-Kiersch-Verein - a débiter ma cotisation
annuelle d'un montant de ........ccooeeeiieiiiiiiiiieeee, EUR/€ de mon compte bancaire indiqué
ci-dessous par prélevement SEPA.

Par la méme occasion, je donne instruction a ma banque de débiter les prélévements
automatiques effectués sur mon compte par l'association susmentionnée.

Coordonnées bancaires:

IBAN: e e e e s s eaae

BIC: e e e e e e e e e anns

Nom de la banque détentrice du COMPEE: oo

J'informerai |'association de toute modification de mes coordonnées bancaires.

Lieu, Date Signature

La cotisation annuelle est de 20 € pour les étudiants, les stagiaires et les demandeurs d'emploi/stagiaires et de 40 € pour
les professionnels. Il est toujours possible de payer une cotisation plus élevée pour soutenir notre travail.

Si vous ne souhaitez pas payer par prélevement SEPA, veuillez nous envoyer un courriel. Vous pouvez également payer
vos cotisations par virement bancaire ou en espéces. Toutefois, le mandat SEPA nous évite, a nous bénévoles et a vous,
beaucoup de travail.

Association Gerhard Kiersch Verein e.V. Présidentes de I’AGKV: Coordonnées bancaires:

Svenja Mewesen Commerzbank Berlin

Karina Blommen IBAN: DE22 1008 0000 0654 0090 01
Berlin, Deutschland BIC: DRESDEFF100

info.agkv@gmail.com | www.agkv.eu




Formulaire d’adhésion

En tant qu'association d'alumnis des doubles programmes universitaires franco-allemands, nous disposons d'un vaste
réseau dont nous pouvons tous bénéficier sur le plan professionnel, mais aussi sur le plan personnel. En adhérant a
'AGKV, vous rejoignez le réseau dynamique de I'AGKV et soutiendrez les nombreuses activités de I'Association des
anciens étudiants des programmes universitaires franco-allemands!

® Nous organisons des conférences et des événements d'orientation professionnelle, ainsi que des “Jours Fixes”
a Berlin, Bruxelles, Paris, en lien avec 'actualité et avec une orientation franco-allemande.

e En tant que membre de I'AGKV, vous recevez régulierement notre newsletter par laquelle nous vous informons
d’offres d'emploi et de stages, ainsi que d’événements intéressants.

e Nous soutenons nos membres a démarrer leur carriére professionnelle, par exemple en établissant des
contacts avec d'autres alumnis.

e Nous publions régulierement notre propre journal, le Courrier Paris — Berlin. Vous y trouverez des articles
passionnants sur divers sujets d'intérét social et politique. Nous vous invitons également a contribuer au
Courrier et a nous aider a enrichir le Courrier par vos contributions. N'hésitez pas a nous contacter pour plus
d’informations.

La cotisation annuelle est de 20 € pour les étudiants, les stagiaires et les demandeurs d'emploi/stagiaires et de 40 €
pour les professionnels. Il est toujours possible de payer une cotisation plus élevée pour soutenir notre travail. N'oubliez
pas de nous envoyer un mandat de prélevement SEPA (page 2) afin que nous puissions percevoir votre contribution.
Vous pouvez également payer vos cotisations par virement bancaire ou en espéces (voir aussi page 2).

Je souhaite rejoindre I'AGKV :
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Pourquoi avons-nous besoin de ces informations ?

Les informations marquées d'un astérisque (*) sont obligatoires. Ces informations peuvent aussi nous aider a vous mettre
en contact avec d'autres membres de I'AGKV et a utiliser efficacement le réseau des anciens. Vos informations privées
sont utilisées exclusivement dans le cadre de 'AGKV (voir l'article 6 de la « EU-DSGVO »).

Association Gerhard Kiersch Verein e.V. Présidentes de ’AGKV: Coordonnées bancaires:

Svenja Mewesen Commerzbank Berlin
Karina Blommen IBAN: DE22 1008 0000 0654 0090 01
Berlin, Deutschland BIC: DRESDEFF100

info.agkv@gmail.com | www.agkv.eu

ICh, e e , ermachtige den Verein der Ehemaligen und
Freunde des Deutsch-Franzésischen Studienzyklus des Institut d'Etudes Politiques de Paris und des
Fachbereichs Politische Wissenschaft der Freien Universitit Berlin - Gerhard-Kiersch-Verein
widerruflich, meinen jahrlichen Mitgliedsbeitrag in HOhe von .......ccccevvevevieicicicciinieeieee e, bei
Falligkeit zu Lasten meines untenstehenden Kontos mittels SEPA-Lastschrift einzuziehen.

Zugleich weise ich mein Kreditinstitut an, die von o.g. Verein auf mein Konto gezogenen
Lastschriften einzulésen.
Meine Kontodaten:

o =Y U
(Bezeichnung des kontofithrenden Kreditinstituts)

Kontodanderungen melde ich dem Verein unaufgefordert.

Ort, Datum Unterschrift

Zur Orientierung: Derzeit betragt der jahrliche Mitgliedsbeitrag EUR 20,- fiir Studierende und
Praktikantlnnen, EUR 20,- fir Arbeitssuchende/noch in Ausbildung befindliche Mitglieder und
EUR 40,- flr Berufstatige. Zudem ist ein hoherer Mitgliedsbeitrag immer moglich.

Association Gerhard Kiersch Verein e.V. Vorstand: Bankverbindung:
c/o Jeanette SR Jeanette SUR (Vorstandsvorsitzende) Commerzbank Berlin
Gorresstralle 9 Jakob WeiRinger (stv. Vorsitzender) IBAN: DE22 1008 0000 0654 0090 01

12161 Berlin BIC: DRESDEFF100
Deutschland
info.agkv@googlemail.com | www.agkv.eu




Mitgliedsantrag

Mit deinem Beitrag wirst Du Teil eines lebendigen Netzwerkes und unterstitzt die zahlreichen Aktivitaten des deutsch-
franzdsischen Alumnivereins AGKV!

e Wir veranstalten jours fixes in Berlin, Briissel und Paris mit interessanten thematischen Schwerpunkten .

e Auf unserer Webseite findest Du im internen Bereich Jobangebote. Dadurch pflegen wir unser weites Netzwerk und
kdnnen auch beruflich voneinander profitieren. Zudem unterstiitzen wir Mitglieder beim Jobeinstieg —zum Beispiel
durch den Aufbau von Kontakten zu anderen ehemaligen Studierenden.

® Inunserem regelmaRigen Newsletter informieren wir dich tiber aktuelle Stellenausschreibungen und
Veranstaltungen.

® InunregelmaRigen Abstdnden geben wir den Courrier Paris — Berlin heraus, der mittlerweile Tradition hat und
jede/n Ehemalige/n auf dem Laufenden hilt.

e Aullerdem organisieren wir verschiedene Veranstaltungen in Eigenregie oder in Kooperation mit unseren Partnern.

Derzeit betragt der jahrliche Mitgliedsbeitrag: 20 € fur Studierende und Praktikantinnen, 20 € fuir Arbeitssuchende/noch
in Ausbildung befindliche Mitglieder und 40 € fur Berufstatige. Zudem ist ein h6herer Mitgliedsbeitrag natirlich immer

moglich. Bitte vergiss nicht, uns ein SEPA-Landschriftmandat (Riickseite) auszustellen, damit wir deinen Beitrag
einziehen kdnnen. Natiirlich kannst du aber auch Bar oder per Uberweisung bezahlen.

Ja, ich mochte Mitglied werden:

Als Mitglied erhalte ich automatisch einen Zugang zum internen Bereich der Website.

Nachname, VOrname: et eraes et ser e eneaae

e-Mail Adresse: e e

ArESSE: e e e s e e e

Promo: e ettt et b s

Beruf/Arbeit@eber: et e

Warum benétigen wir diese Daten?

Eine sendefahige Adresse bendtigen wir, um beispielsweise Spendenbescheinigungen zusenden zu kénnen.

Deine Promo sowie dein Beruf oder Arbeitgeber ist keine Pflichtangabe. Allerdings helfen diese Daten uns, Dich unter
Umstdanden mit anderen AGKV-Mitgliedern in Kontakt zu bringen, die auf der Suche nach einem Praktikum in diesem
Bereich sind. Dein Beruf wird daher auch im internen Bereich angezeigt. Wir werden Deine privaten Informationen

natirlich niemals auBerhalb der Mitglieder des AGKV und ausschlieBlich fiir Zwecke der Vernetzung ehemaliger und
aktueller Promos weitergeben.
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